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Sailing Instructions for Boom Town Summer Fun Series 2024-2025
1.0 RULES
1.1
Racing will be governed by the rules as defined in the current Racing Rules of Sailing (RRS).

1.2
The Yachting New Zealand (YNZ) Safety regulations part II category 5 shall apply to all keel boats. Each Boat will need an inspection every 2 years or a signed off declaration by the skipper.
1.3
The YNZ safety regulations part V Category B shall apply to all trailer yachts.
1.4      The YNZ safety regulations part VI Category B shall apply to all sports boats.

1.5
Should there be any conflict between the Notice of Race (NOR) and these Sailing Instructions (SIs) the SIs shall prevail. This changes RRS 63.7

1.6      Marlborough District Council Current Harbour By laws.
2.0
NOTICES TO COMPETITORS

2.1
Notices to competitors will be posted on the official noticeboard in the WBC foyer and may be posted on the WBC website or emailed to skippers.
3.0
CHANGES TO THE RACING RULES
3.1
Yachts with movable ballast, in the form of canting keel or water ballast may move that ballast to increase or decrease weight, or to change trim and stability. This changes RRS 51.
3.2 
RRS 52 shall not apply to the adjustment of canting keel or water ballast.
3.3 
Powered winches either electric or hydraulic are permitted. This changes RRS 52
3.4 
Yachts may use any sails in any format they wish.
3.5
Yachts shall keep clear of all ships over 500 tonnes, this particularly refers to, but is not limited to, ships in the main navigational channel. Competitors shall abide by current harbour regulations. There are specific “Moving Prohibited Zones” around ships over 500 tonnes in the Marlborough Sounds. No vessel shall enter the zone around the ships, which extends 500 meters ahead, 50 meters down either side and 50 meters astern. This is a Marlborough District Council (MDC) Navigational bylaw.

3.6 
(Standard penalty) If a formal complaint is received by the MDC Harbour Master in regards to the prohibited zone around a ship, the said yacht(s)shall have her score removed and miss the next 3 races (there may also be a fine imposed by the harbour master)
This rule is not open to protest by other boats, only by the race committee.

3.7 
While racing, all yachts with a lifting keel must have the keel locked in the full down position.

3.8     The use of an auto pilot is allowed but in the fixed position (i.e. as a fixed rod)
4.0
CHANGES TO SAILING INSTRUCTIONS 

4.1
Any changes to the Sailing Instructions will be posted in the Club foyer and may be on the Club website and/or emailed to skippers at least 2 hours before they will take effect.

5.0      ELIGIBILITY AND ENTRY
5.1 
To be eligible to compete, all boats must have completed and signed the clubs entry form and safety declaration and have submitted it to the WBC sailing committee.
5.2
Yacht owners must be a full financial member of WBC.
5.3
Yacht crew may race for a maximum of three races before becoming at least a Crew member.
5.4 
Yachts must be registered with YNZ.

5.5 
Mid week racing sign in is on the water to the committee boat.


5.6       Once that start boat is on station the fleet will be informed by VHF, yachts must radio on VHF77 to confirm they are racing and advise total 'people on board, and receive acknowledgement from the start boat official.

5.7
New yachts to the fleet must have completed the Handicap Application form and be allocated a handicap prior to racing.  If no handicap has been allocated their score will not count for any series points or race prizes.
6 
SCHEDULE OF EVENTS
6.1 
As per 2024-25 Waikawa Boating Club Racing Programme.


Race 1:    10th Dec: Harbour Race (from course card or via VHF on the night)


Race 2:    17th Dec: Around the Can racing (normal Course Card)


Race 3:    7th January:  Mark Foy Course ( Usual course card or via VHF)
 
7 
RACING AREA
7.1 
The racing area for Boom Town Brewing Summer Fun Series racing is in the Queen Charlotte Sound. 
8 
COURSES TO BE SAILED
8.1 
The courses for each race will be displayed on the back of the start boat on the day of the race or via VHF. Course cards will be available if requested by email and available at WBC. 
8.2
During the race boats may pass through the start finish line.
9.0      CLASSES AND FLAGS

9.1 
All boats are in one Division. This will be indicated on the start boat using Pennant 1. Boats do not need to fly a Division flag.
10.0
THE START

10.1
Any race in which fewer than 2 yachts start will be deemed to have been abandoned.
10.2   A yacht starting later than 10 minutes after her starting signal will be scored Did Not Start (DNS). This changes RRS A4.1. Any yacht which is starting late must not interfere with boats starting in a later division. This includes Mark Foy starts. (For Mark Foy each boats the starting time start signal time, so max is 10 minutes after the start time the yacht has been allocated.)
10.3 
(Discretionary Penalty) Yachts whose warning signal has not been made shall avoid the starting area, during the start sequence for other divisions.
10.4 
The start line shall be a line between a pole with an orange flag on the start boat and the starting pin (orange buoy) with a flag. 

10.5 
The signals for starting the race shall be as described in RRS Rule 26. The first Mark Foy yacht will start at 0, unless the handicap officer wants an earlier starting boat, this will be broadcast over the VHF by the R/O.
10.5a To alert boats that a race or sequence of races will begin soon, the orange starting line flag will be displayed with one sound at least five minutes before a warning signal is made.
10.6
The Start time for Boom Town Brewing Summer Fun Series is 1755 hours (Warning signal 1750). The usual earliest start for a Mark Foy Boat will be 0 minutes.          
10.7    Mark Foy Start
a. Start times will be available at WBC foyer from 1600 hours on the day of the race and may be emailed to skippers at least 2 hours before scheduled race warning signal.
b. Yachts will start on a pre allocated time in accordance with their handicap

c. The start boat will indicate the starting times by holding a board with the minute number on a board on the stern of the start boat, the boat shall start when the number that they are allocated drops.

d. For Mark Foy starts each boat will have a notional warning signal 4 minutes prior to its designated start time. A boat will be racing (as defined in RRS) from its notional warning signal. Note: a flag will not be flown by the race committee for a notional warning signal. Motors may be used up to the notional warning signal time.

10.8
Individual Recalls


If there is an individual recall in any division it will be signalled in accordance with RRS Rule 29.1. The RO may attempt to advise the offending yacht or yachts on VHF channel 77.
10.9
General Recalls

a.    If there is a general recall, the R/O will run a new start sequence ASAP afterwards.
b.    There will be no general recalls for the Mark Foy Race.
10.10 Inner Distance Mark: An orange buoy will be laid near the committee boat. Boats approaching the line to start shall pass between this mark and the pin (i.e. pass the mark to starboard). It is not designated a mark of the course.
11.0
THE FINISH

11.1
The finishing line shall be a line between a blue flag on the finishing boat and orange flag on the finish pin mark.
12.0    TIME LIMITS
12.1 
The time limit for all yachts competing in this series racing shall be 2 hours from each divisional start time. Any boats finishing after the time limit shall be recorded as Time limit Expired TLE).  (Note divisional start time is not the same time as individual Mark Foy Start times).
13.0 
PROTESTS, REQUESTS FOR REDRESS AND PENALTIES.

13.1
Appendix T arbitration will apply,
13.2 
SP is Standard Penalty
            DP is discretionary Penalty.

13.3
Protest forms are available in the foyer of the WBC and shall be delivered to the Race Officer or a member of the sailing committee within the protest time limit.

13.4
The time limit for a protest to be lodged is 60 minutes after the last yacht had finished.

13.5 
Yachts will be informed either via email or by a notice on the notice board of the date and time where there protests hearing will be held.
14.0 
AREAS THAT ARE OBSTRUCTIONS
14.1
All ferries and ships over 500 tonne shall be classed as an obstruction. Refer to SI 3.7
15.0 
SCORING SYSTEM
15.1 
The standard low points scoring system shall be used for each race, the series winner being the boat with the lowest score. (There will be no discards).
15.2    All boats will be in the same division.
16.0    SAFETY REGULATIONS

16.1
A yacht that retires from a race shall notify the start boat on VHF Channel 77 as soon as possible.

16.2
All competitors on vessels without lifelines must wear lifejackets at all times.

16.3
A yacht must carry sufficient lifejackets for all persons on board.
17.0 
HANDICAPPING

17.1
This is a fun series, Handicaps will be issued by the Handicap Officer as he sees fit to match boats of different types and skills.
17.4
Communication with the handicapping committee must be in writing only and can be submitted on a ‘Handicap Review’ form or via email to office@waikawaboatingclub.co.nz
17.5 
The decision of the handicap committee will be final.
18.0
RADIO COMMUNICATIONS

18.1
Except in an emergency, a yacht shall neither make nor receive radio transmissions that are not available to all yachts. This restriction also applies to the use of mobile telephones.
19.0
TRASH DISPOSAL

19.1
Yachts proven to have disposed of trash in the water shall score a DNS for that race. 
20.0    PRIZES

20.1 
There will be prizes for the first 6 in each race, and the first three in the overall series. A representative from the boat must be present to collect the prize. Unallocated prizes will be issued as the race committee sees fit.
21.0    SAFETY

21.1
The Skipper of any boat must assess the capability and safety of his boat in prevailing or expected conditions.  It is the sole responsibility of the Skipper to decide to sail or continue in any race organised by the WBC

21.2
Signing the WBC Declaration Form is tantamount to declaring that the yacht entered complies with all safety requirements.

21.3    All yachts shall display their correct sail numbers. Mainsail and Spinnaker/Code 0, .
21.4    A yacht may use any means of propulsion if essential to:

· assist a person or vessel in danger.
· avoid impeding the passage of any Large Vessel - see rule 15
· avoid entering the Clearance Distance around a large vessel - see Rule 15
· avoid collision with a vessel not racing.
Any yacht so doing who restarts in a race must do so in such a position that no significant advantage is derived from having used its motor. The yacht must inform the start boat as soon as practicable they have used their motor.
21.5
Yachts racing shall carry a serviceable marine VHF transceiver and listen on race control channel 77 at all times when racing.  It is recommended that: A cell phone be carried in a zip lock bag and switched on at all times.
The Weather
21.6 
The wind limits recommended for racing at the Waikawa Boating Club will be a lower wind speed of 4 knots and an upper wind speed average of 30 knots over a 5 minute period over the course.
21.7
The overall decision to run, postpone or abandon a scheduled race will be made on the water by the Course Race Officer in conjunction with the Officer of the Day (OD) or Rear Commodore Sailing (RC). Once a race has started it may be abandoned due to lack of wind or safety concerns. The ultimate responsibility to participate in a race or to continue racing lies with the skipper/owner alone. 
22.1    DISCLAIMER
22.1
All those who take part in WBC races do so at their own risk and responsibility. See Rule 4, decision to race RRS. 
22.2 
The WBC is not responsible for the seaworthiness of a yacht whose entry is accepted and/or the sufficiency and/or adequacy of its equipment, or the competence of its skipper or crew.
22.3 
The organising authority will not accept any liability for material damage or personal injury or death sustained in conjunction with or prior to, during or after the series.
22.4 
Skippers and crew are reminded about their responsibilities on the water when it comes to the consumption of alcohol.
22.5 
Although the WBC and its volunteers do everything they can to ensure the safety of the competitors, competitors participate entirely at their own risk.

22.6
The WBC reserves the right to refuse entry at any time of any yacht up until the preparatory signal.
We appreciate the continued support from our race series sponsor: 
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